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man, not the government under which he lives; the
inhabitants of the country, not its rulers, their ways
and doings.

Taking, however, a retrospective view of the ground
thus far traversed, we can hardly avoid the conclusion
that, however imperfect or vicious a system Islam may
be in itself, it is yet, in this part of the world at least,
a thing by no means devoid of vitality; nay, one that
may well live on to bury many of those .who now
confidently look forward to assisting at its funeral. It
is also clear that, although the downfall of the Ottoman
Empire, and the semi-Caliphate of the Stambool sul-
tans, would undoubtedly be felt as a severe shock to the
Mahometan -world, that shock would be by no means
necessarily, or even probably, fatal to Islam itself;
perhaps might even, under the present circumstances,
prove an advantage. A more vigorous hand than that
of the effete Stambool-bred Effendees who now trail the
sceptre of Osman, might bring together the scattered
but glowing embers; a more vital breath might kindle
them into a flame fierce as of old. Or, to change the
metaphor, the materials lie ready to hand, and show
few, if any, signs of disintegration; only the architect
is feeble, decaying, wanting. That Constantinople is
sick, the Ottoman Empire sick, no unprejudiced ob-
server will deny; though he may, without any discredit
to his right judgment, also hold that this sickness is
not unto death; barring external violence, and the
fnimis cura medici/ the over-officious doctors. Some
patients recover best when most left to themselves;
and of such, perhaps, this empire is one. But with
still less hesitation may he pronounce that Islam, taken
apart from the Government, exhibits very few symp-
toms of sickness, and none at all of decrepitude; and
that if either are to come upon her, they must come